
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH480 February 3, 2010 
spending. There are 17 amendments 
that have been made in order. The one 
amendment denied was the spending 
freeze amendment. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, it’s very impor-
tant for us to note that it’s easy to 
talk about the need for us to freeze 
spending, but when the first bill, the 
first bill that’s coming to this House 
denies an opportunity to even debate 
it, it shows that actions do speak loud-
er than words. 

f 

HEALTH CARE AND JOBS ARE 
IMPORTANT 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, last week 
we were honored, in the State of the 
Union, to hear President Barack 
Obama address in this hall a joint con-
vention, and then he met with the Re-
publican Caucus this week in what was 
a remarkable political instance of 
reaching out to the other side. Not 
since Bill Russell controlled the center 
for the Celtics have questions and 
thoughts been deflected in such a mar-
velous and a deft manner. 

The President is concerned about 
health care and jobs, and in my com-
munity of Memphis, Tennessee, we 
need both. And each interest is rep-
resented in the MED, our charity hos-
pital, our community hospital that’s in 
danger of closing. It’s the trauma cen-
ter for the Midsouth. Because of the 
cuts in Medicaid, or TennCare in Ten-
nessee, and the lack of dispropor-
tionate share for our State which we 
could have taken care of in a con-
ference committee report and gotten 
equality with Hawaii, the MED’s in 
danger of closing. It will have ripples 
throughout the health community and 
the hospital community in the entire 
Midsouth, and it will threaten jobs. 

Health care is jobs. Jobs are impor-
tant. This administration and our gov-
ernment needs to put our economy in 
the right direction and do it and pre-
serve health care and trauma centers 
and emergency rooms like the MED. 

f 
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WALL STREET REFORM AND 
CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, the eco-
nomic meltdown was one of the most 
disastrous economic events in the Na-
tion’s history. The banks were the 
main culprits, but the Republicans in 
Washington aided and abetted them by 
deregulating finances and turning the 
other way when problems surfaced. 

Now the House has passed the Wall 
Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act. It ends bailouts by helping 
ensure taxpayers are never again on 
the hook for Wall Street’s risky deci-
sions. It protects families’ retirement 

funds, college savings, homes and busi-
nesses’ financial future from unneces-
sary risk by executives, lenders, and 
speculators. And it also protects con-
sumers from predatory lending abuses, 
fine print, and industry gimmicks. 

Mr. Speaker, we passed this bill in 
the House. It must pass in the Senate 
and go to the President. But we as 
Democrats are making a difference in 
trying to prevent another economic 
meltdown. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL 
APPOINTMENT ACT OF 2010 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 2843) to provide 
for the joint appointment of the Archi-
tect of the Capitol by the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, the 
President pro tempore of the Senate, 
the majority and minority leaders of 
the House of Representatives and Sen-
ate, and the chairs and ranking minor-
ity members of the committees of Con-
gress with jurisdiction over the Office 
of the Architect of the Capitol, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2843 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Architect of 
the Capitol Appointment Act of 2010’’. 
SEC. 2. APPOINTMENT AND TERM OF SERVICE OF 

ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL. 
(a) APPOINTMENT.—The Architect of the 

Capitol shall be appointed jointly by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the 
President pro tempore of the Senate, the ma-
jority and minority leaders of the House of 
Representatives and Senate, the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on House Administration of the House of 
Representatives, the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives, the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Rules 
and Administration of the Senate, the chairs 
and ranking minority members of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and Senate, a member of the 
Senate to be designated by the majority 
leader of the Senate, and a member of the 
Senate to be designated by the minority 
leader of the Senate. 

(b) TERM OF SERVICE.—The Architect of the 
Capitol shall be appointed for a term of 10 
years, and may be reappointed for additional 
terms. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 319 
of the Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 1990 (2 U.S.C. 1801) is repealed. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
apply with respect to appointments made on 
or after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) and 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
DANIEL E. LUNGREN) each will control 
20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks in the 
RECORD on H.R. 2843. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support 
of H.R. 2843, the Architect of the Cap-
itol Appointment Act. I thank the 
original cosponsors of this bipartisan 
legislation, including Ranking Member 
Representative ROBERT ADERHOLT of 
the Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Subcommittee; Ranking Member ZACH 
WAMP, who I want to thank especially 
for initially cosponsoring this legisla-
tion with me when he was the ranking 
member of the Legislative Branch Ap-
propriations Subcommittee; Represent-
ative TOM LATHAM, who is also a 
former ranking member of the Legisla-
tive Branch Appropriations Sub-
committee—Mr. Speaker, maybe it’s 
me, since I keep losing ranking mem-
bers on the other side of the aisle. And 
it has been a pleasure to work with all 
of these gentlemen—Representative 
ROBERT BRADY, chairman of the Com-
mittee on House Administration, and 
his ranking member, Representative 
DAN LUNGREN, and of course former 
House Administration Ranking Mem-
ber VERNON EHLERS. 

This legislation effectively removes 
the appointment role of the Architect 
of the Capitol from the executive 
branch, placing it in the rightful hands 
of the legislative branch where it be-
longs. 

Specifically, this bill provides for the 
joint appointment of the Architect of 
the Capitol by House and Senate lead-
ership, both majority and minority, 
and the chairs and ranking members of 
each of the House and Senate commit-
tees of jurisdiction—including the 
Committees on Appropriations, House 
Administration, Senate Rules, and 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

This is a long overdue change. The 
Architect of the Capitol serves a legis-
lative branch function and as such, he 
or she should be chosen by the legisla-
tive branch. By making this change, we 
can simplify a process that has caused 
unnecessary delays in choosing a per-
manent Architect. 
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